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European Financial Planning Association

PRESENTATION
EFPA ESG Advisor® and EFPA ESG Expert Advisor®

Training requirement:
Level I: 24 classroom hours (ESG Advisor®)
Level II: 12 classroom hours (ESG Expert Advisor®) (prerequisite: Level I)

The aim of the EFPA ESG Advisor® certification is to equip financial professionals with specialised
knowledge and skills in Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) factors.

The certification program is designed for financial advisors, wealth managers, and other professionals
working in the financial services industry who want to deepen their understanding of ESG considerations
and integrate them into their practices.

The EFPA ESG Advisor® certification program covers topics such as:

Understanding ESG factors and their relevance to investment decision-making.

Identifying ESG risks and opportunities in investment portfolios.

Incorporating ESG considerations into financial planning and portfolio construction.

Evaluating ESG-related products and strategies.

Engaging with clients on ESG-related topics and preferences.

Staying up to date with regulatory requirements and industry best practices related to ESG
investing.
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By earning the EFPA ESG Advisor® certification, financial professionals demonstrate their commitment to
staying informed about sustainable finance practices and their ability to provide information to clients
interested in aligning their investments with their values and sustainability goals.

The aim of the EFPA ESG Expert Advisor® training is to deepen, complete and enlarge the knowledge
and practical skills received through the EFPA ESG Advisor®.

This training is designed for professionals working in the financial industry, particularly those involved in
advising clients on investment decisions and managing financial products.

The EFPA ESG Expert Advisor® covers topics such as:

o Environmental Issues and Climate Change: Understanding climate change, carbon footprint
identification and management, renewable energy sources, circular economy, and biodiversity
issues.

o Conversation with Clients on Taxonomy: Understanding the environmental taxonomy, minimum
safeguards, and classification of economic activities according to environmental criteria.

o Climate-Related Risks and Banks' Risk Management: Exploring how climate change affects
banking risk management, transmission channels of climate-related risks to banks, and the
Green Asset Ratio (GAR) as a key performance indicator for banking institutions.

o ESG Advice in Practice: Understanding the Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation (SFDR) and
its impact on financial products classification, SDGs and SDG investments, sustainability
preferences of clients, and ESG product governance and supervision.

Overall, EFPA ESG Expert Advisor® certification enlarges the vision of the financial professionals with the
necessary knowledge and skills to integrate ESG considerations into their advisory practices, effectively
manage climate-related risks, and provide informed guidance to clients on sustainable finance and
investment opportunities. On top of the EFPA ESG Advisor® certificate, this additional 12-hour training
offers an overall content of 36 hours for financial professionals wanting to better guide their clients in
sustainable finance.



Level I:
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European Financial Planning Association

PRESENTATION
EFPA ESG Advisor® and EFPA ESG Expert Advisor®

Training requirement:
24 classroom hours (ESG Advisor®)

Level II: 12 classroom hours (ESG Expert Advisor®) (prerequisite: Level I)

Both EFPA ESG Advisor® and EFPA ESG Expert Advisor® certifications are designed to provide financial
professionals with specialised knowledge and skills in Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG)

factors.

However, there are differences between the two certifications in terms of depth of knowledge, focus
areas, and target audience.

Depth of knowledge:

o

EFPA ESG Advisor®: This certification offers foundational knowledge and skills in ESG factors,
covering essential concepts, principles, and strategies related to sustainable finance and
investment practices. It provides a broad understanding of ESG considerations and their
relevance to financial advisory services.

EFPA ESG Expert Advisor®: This certification offers comprehensive and in-depth knowledge of
ESG factors, including advanced concepts, methodologies, and regulatory frameworks. It delves
deeper into various aspects of sustainable finance, such as climate-related risks, taxonomy, and
ESG product governance.

Focus areas:

EFPA ESG Advisor®: The focus of this certification is on providing financial advisors with a broad
understanding of ESG factors and their integration into investment advisory practices. It covers
a range of topics relevant to ESG investing, including environmental issues, social
considerations, and governance principles.

EFPA ESG Expert Advisor®: This certification focuses on equipping financial professionals with
advanced expertise in ESG factors and sustainable finance practices. It explores specialised
topics such as climate-related risks, taxonomy classification, and ESG product governance in
greater depth.

Target audience:

o

EFPA ESG Advisor®: This certification is suitable for financial advisors, wealth managers, and
other professionals who want to gain foundational knowledge and skills in ESG factors and their
application to investment advisory services.

EFPA ESG Expert Advisor®: This certification is targeted towards experienced financial
professionals in Sustainable Finance seeking to deepen their expertise in ESG factors and
sustainable finance practices. It is ideal for individuals looking to specialise in ESG advisory roles
or advance their careers in the field of sustainable finance.

In summary, while both certifications aim to enhance professionals' understanding of ESG factors, the
EFPA ESG Advisor® certification provides foundational knowledge, whereas the EFPA ESG Expert
Advisor® certification offers more advanced and specialised expertise in particular sustainable finance

fields.



